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ABSTRACT

Current approaches to health care quality have failed to reduce health care disparities.
Despite dramatic increases in the use of quality measurement and associated payment
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policies, there has been no notable implementation of measurement strategies to reduce
health disparities. The National Quality Forum developed a road map to demonstrate
how measurement and associated policies can contribute to eliminating disparities and
promote health equity. Speci�cally, the road map presents a four-part strategy whose
components are identifying and prioritizing areas to reduce health disparities,
implementing evidence-based interventions to reduce disparities, investing in the
development and use of health equity performance measures, and incentivizing the
reduction of health disparities and achievement of health equity. To demonstrate how the
road map can be applied, we present an example of how measurement and value-based
payment can be used to reduce racial disparities in hypertension among African
Americans.
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